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Suggested Readings for a Course in Children's 

Literature. 

OORINNE BROWN 

Professor of Kindergarten Education 
Iowa State Teachers College 



1. The Function of Literature. 

McClintock: Literature in the Elementary School, pp. 1-38. 
Woodberry: Appreciation of Literature, pp. 1-26. 
Moses: Children's Books and Beading, pp. 167-180. 
Chubb: The Teaching of English, pp. 76-85. 

2. Standards for Judging the Short Story. 

Matthews: Philosophy of the Short Story, pp. 11-28. 
Esenwein: Writing the Short Story, pp. 1-31. 
Dawson, William: The Great English Short Story, pp. 3-20. 
McClintock: Literature in the. Elementary School, pp. 77-91. 
Kready: A Study of Fairy Tales, pp. 70-78. 

3. Stories to be read and analyzed in connection with above standards. 
Perrault: 

Cinderella 

The Sleeping Beauty 

Puss in Boots 

Grimm: 

Cinderella 
Briar Bose 
The Magic Mirror 
Diamonds and Toads 
The House in the Wood 
^ ^ One Eye, Two Eyes and Three Eyea 

, «--/ Bumpelstiltskin 

^■> The Enchanted Stag 

•?r The Prog Prince 

' ^ Snow White and Bose Bed 

The Shoemaker and the Elves 

The Shoes that were Danced to Pieces 

The Queen Bee 

Hansel and Gretel 

The Three Trades . 

The Golden Goose 
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Jaeobt: Old English Fairj Tales 
The Old Woman and her Pig 
How Jack Went to Seek his Fortune 
The Ass, the Table and the Stick 
The Three Trades 
The Three Bears 
Mr. Miacca 

4. Standards for the Selection and Adaption of Fairy Tales. 

McClintock: Literature in the Elementary School, pp. 55-76, 92-112. 
Kready: A Study of Fairy Tales, pp. 204-223. 

5. The Problem of Telling the Story. 

Colby, J. Bose: Literature and Life in School, pp. 34-39, 113-121. 
Chubb: The Teaching of English, pp. 19-28, 42-57. 
Bryant, Sara Cone: How to Tell Stories to Children, pp. 86-109. 
Bryant, Sara Cone: Stories to Tell to Children, pp. I-XVII. 
Partridge: Story Telling in School and Home, pp. 29-38. 
Kready: A Study of Fairy Tales, pp. 96-102. 

6. Fables — Their Origin and Present Value. 

Adler: Moral Instruction of Children, pp. 80-105. 
Partridge: Story Telling in School and Home, pp. 60-64. 
Jacobs: Aesop's Fables, Introduction and Fables. 
Any Collection of Fables. 

Gesta Bomanorum, the use of tales and fables for moral and re- 
ligious purposes. 

VI, X, XI, XII, XVII, XIX, XXI, XXV, XXXII. XXXIII. XL, XLI, XLIII, 
LIII. LVII. LVIII, LX, LXXI, LXXVI, LXXVII, LXXXIII, LXXXIX, 
CVI, CVII, CVIII, CIX, CXIV, CXIX, CXL, CXLV. UXLVI. 

7. The Place of Myth. 

McClintock: Literature in the Elementary School, pp. 113-130. 
Partridge: Story Telling in School and Home, pp. 46-50. 
Gayley: Classic Myths in English Literature. 
Guerber: Myths of Greece and Bome. 

Brown, Abbie Farwell: In the Days of the Giants. 
The Beginning of Things 
Kvasir's Blood 
Loki's Children 
Thor's Visit to the Giants 

Cooke, Flora J.: Nature Myths. 
Sisyphus 
Phaeton 

The Swan Maidens 
The Palace of Alkinous 
Persephone 
Hermes (Apollo's Cows) 

8. Pourquoi Tales, Nature and Animal Stories. 

McClintock: Literature in Elementary School, pp. 170-182. 
Holbrook, Florence: Nature Myths. 
Cooke: Nature Myths. 

Harris, J. C: Nights with Uncle Bemus. 
Uncle Bemus 
Uncle Bemus at Home 
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0. Heio Tales. 

McOlintock: Literature in the Elementary School, pp. 131-155. 

Pyle, Howard: Bobin Hood. 

Pyle, Howard: King Arthur Series. 

Baldwin: Story of Siegfried. 

Baldwin: Story of Boland. 

Marshal: Story of Boland. 

Lanier: The Boys' King Arthur. 

Lanier: Knightly Legends of Wales. 

Church: The Story of Odysseus. 

Marvin: Adventures of Odysseus. 

Perry: The Boys' Odyssey. 

10. Ballads. 

Gummere: The Popular Ballad. 

The Oxford Book of Ballads. 
Sir Patrick Spens 
Hynd Horn 
The Jolly Goshawk 
The Wife of Ushers Well 
The Heir of Linne 
Binnorie 
Toung Beichan 
Edward, Edward 
Katharine Johnstone 
Bobin Hood and the Bishop of Hereford 
Bobin HoQd and the Widow's Three Sons 
The Children in the Wood 
King Johri and the Abbot 
Get up and Bar the Door 
Lyke Wake Dirge 
The Three Ships 
The Holy Well 

11. Legends. 

Longfellow: 

The Bell of Atri 
Bobert of Sicily 

Bryant: How to Tell Stories to Children. 
Tarpeia 
The Pied Piper 

Mabie: Legends Every Child Should Know. 
Sohrab and Bustum 

Scudder: Books of Legends. 
King Cophetua 
St. Christopher 
The Flying Dutchman 

Baring- Gould: Curious Myths of the Middle Ages. 
Prester John 
William Tell 
St. Ursula 
Bishop Hatto 
The Sangreal 
The Wandering Jew 
The Dog Gellert 



The Knight of the Swan 
The Mountain of Venus 
The Piper of Hameln 

12. Medieval Tales and Tales of the Saints. 

Brown, A. F.: The Book of Saints and Friendly Beasts. 
St. Ailbe 

St. Bridget and the King^s Wolf 
Ballad of St. Athracta 

Baring-Gould: Old English Fairy Tales. 
Desideratus 
Robert the Evil 

Sir Grey, Sir Graham and Sir Greyskin 
The Crown of White Boses 

Butler, Isabel: Tales from the Old French. 
The Two Lovers 
Eliduc 

The Order of Chivalry* 
The Grey Palfrey*** 
The Lay of the Horn 
'The Churl who Won Paradise 
The Jousting of Our Lady** 
The Divided Blanket**** 

Everyman's Library, Aucassin and Nieolette. 
Aucassin and Nieolette 
Hugh of Tabarie* 
The Knight Who Prayed** 
The Palfrey*** 
The Lay of Graelent 
Of the Jew who Took as Surety 
The Divided Horsecloth**** 
Our Lady's Tumbler 

The above tales are mostly of unknown origin. They grew up with the 
people and give something of a clue to the life, customs and tradi- 
tions of the people whose times they represent. The were not written 
for children but they constitute the best literature for them. 

13. Polk Tale Incidents and their Relation to Myth and History. 

Grimm's Household Tales, translated by Margaret Hunt — Intro- 
duction by Andrew Lang. 
Starr: First Steps in Human Progress, Ch. II. 
Baring-Gould: Curious Myths of the Middle Ages. 

St. George and the Dragon, Last 20 pp. 
Fiske: Myths and Myth Makers, pp. 1-20. 
Kready: A Study of Fairy Tales, pp. 160-170. 

The second part of the course deals with the conscious part of children's 
literature, with stories and verses writte^n for children for didactic and 
moral purpof[es. The earliest of these were: ^ 

14. Horn Books, Battledores, Ohap-books. 

Moses, Montrose: Children's Book and Beading, pp. 20-34. 
Huey: The Psychology and Pedagogy of Beading, pp. 240-253, 256-7 



Stories starred similarly are the same. 



15. The Stories of Perrault and D'Anlnoy. 

Moses: Children's Books and Beading, pp. 34-40. 
Perrault: Tales of Mother Goose. 
D'Aulnoy: Fairy Stories. 

16. The Didactic Period in Story (The influence of Boussean). 

Moses: Children's Books and Beading, pp. 61-101. 
Dobson: Four French Women, Mme. de Oenlis. 
Lucas, E. v.: Old Fashioned Tales. 
Lucas, E. V. : Forgotten Tales of Long Ago. 
Edgeworth, Maria: The Parent's Assistant. 
Day, Thomas: Sanford and Merton. 
Barbauld: Evenings at Home. 

17. Modem Realistic Stories. 

McClintock: Literature in the Elementary School, pp. 165-169. 

Ouida: The Nuremberger Stove. 

Ouida: The Dog of Flanders. 

Verhoeff, Caroline: All about Johnnie Jones. 

Bichards, Laura E.: Five Minute Stories. 

Lindsey, Maud: Mother Stories. 

Lindsey, Maud: More Mother Stories. 

Perkins, Lucy Fitch: The J)utch Twins. 

Hale, Lucretia P.: The Peterkin Papers. 

Bryant: How to Tell Stories to Children. 

Bigham, Madge: Mother Goose Village. 

St. Nicholas: Stories of Brave Dogs. 

18. The Didactic Period in Poetry. 

Moses: Children's Books and Beading, pp. 119-130. 

Forbes, Edith E.: Favorites of a Nursery Seventy Years Ago, pp. 

285-368. 
Watts, Isaac: Childhood Songs of Long Ago. 
Taylor, Ann and Jane: Original Poems. 
Blake, William: Lyrical Poems. 

19. Modem Poetry for Children. 

Colby: Literature and Life, pp. 46-57. 

McClintock: Literature in the Elementary School, pp. 193-211. 

Stevenson, B. L.: A Child's Garden of Verdes. 

Sherman, F. D.: Little Folk's Lyrics. 

Bosetti, Christina: Sing Song. 

Wiggin and Smith: Pinafore Palace. 

Dodge, Mary Mapes: Bhymes and Jingles. 

20. Mother Ooose Bhymes. 

Moses: Children's Books and Beading, pp. 40-46. 

Chubb: The Child as a Literary Personage, I. K. U. Beport, 1909. 

Gesell: The Normal Child and Primary Education, pp. 187-193. 

Lang, Andrew: Nursery Bhyme Book. 

Wheeler: Mother Goose Melodies. 

Wiggin and Smith: Pinafore Palace. 

21. Konsense Bhymes. 

Lear, lEdward: Nonsense Alphabet, Pinafore Palace, pp. 182-199. 
Wells, Caroline: A Nonsense Anthology. 
Carroll, Lewis: Alice in Wonderland. 
Carroll, Lewis: Through the Looking Glass. 



22. Hans Ohxistian Anderson: 

Boyeson: Essays in Scandinavian Literature, pp. 155-183. 

The stories may be classified as follows: 
Folk Tales 

The Travelling Companion 
Thumbelina 
The Wild Swans 
The Tinder Box 

Philosophic Tales 

The Marsh King's Daughter 

The Snow Queen 

The Little Sea Maid 

The Emperor's New Clothes 

Wonder Tales 

The Stone of the Wise Men 
Ole Luk-Oie 
The Old House 
What the Moon Saw 

Moral Tales 

The Girl who Trod on the Loaf 

The Bed Shoes 

The Flying Trunk 

The Garden of Paradise 

Humorous Tales 

The Nis and the Dame 
The Princess and the Pea 
What the Goodman Does 
It Is Quite True 

Novelettes 

The Porter's Son 
The Ice Maiden 
lb and Christine 
Poultry Meg's Family 

Tales of Common Objects 
The Money Pig 
The Lovers 

The Steadfast Tin Soldier 
The Darning Needle 

2S. Modem Fairy Tales. 

Kready: A Study of Fairy Tales, pp. 234-243. 

Wilde, Oscar: The Happy Prince and Other Stories. 

Howells, W. D,: Christmas Every Day and Other Stories. 
i Buskin: King of the Golden Biver. 

j Coppee, Francois: The Sabots of Little Wolf, 

i Lorengino: Pinnochio. 

i Alden: Why the Chimes Bang and Other Stories. 

Kipling: The Jungle Books. 

Kipling: Just So Stories. 

Mulock The Little Lame Prince. 

Stockton: The Bee Man of Orn and Other Stories. 

Stockton: The Floating Prince and Other Stories. 

Stockton: Fanciful Tales. 



